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Parents' Information Document 
"A child's success in school and throughout life depends in large part on the ability to read”.
RAPID READ sees a future with children who are not only confident learners but enthusiastic excited life learners. We aim to bring joy to children through carefully constructed activities and tasks, handling difficulties in a relaxed and productive way to avoid any sense of failure. Children who are happy and relaxed learn more effectively and RAPID READ strives to envelop all the necessary ingredients to achieve success. 

The foundations of good learning are the same for all children. All learners, regardless of their age, gender, or aptitude, need to develop understanding, confidence, and the motivation to learn in order to become successful. Children who experience learning difficulties are no exception. They too must develop the basic foundations for learning, and we make sure we offer the correct learning experiences and teaching strategies to do so. 

When we think about the very early stages of education and reading development, we need to understand that difficulties that appear may not just 'disappear' with time. Early intervention may be the key to unlocking these difficulties and addressing them 'head-on' to ensure that confidence is not lost. This is often the main reason why children lose their enjoyment of reading and indeed many other learning experiences that involve any type of reading, writing or comprehension skills. 

Most young children with reading difficulties have problems developing fluency. For these children, identifying words takes a lot of effort. Their reading rate is slow, their word identification is hesitant, and they over rely on contextual cues for word identification. Because most of their cognitive or mental effort is spent trying to identify words, their comprehension suffers. The main prevention and early intervention strategies for these children are effective preparation for literacy and effective classroom instruction. 

Research consistently points to the importance of children beginning their formal reading instruction with the skill and the will that will enable them to learn to read successfully. By the time children begin formal reading instruction, they should have a good understanding of the forms and formats of books and be able to identify and write the letters of the alphabet. They should have basic phonemic awareness, be interested in reading and stories, and see themselves as successful learners en route to reading excellence. Some children enter school with such knowledge and attitudes already well developed, but many do not. 

RAPID READ workshops are designed to improve children's ability to learn to read and to improve children’s reading ability. We provide opportunities for children to listen to stories, poems, and non-fiction materials for enjoyment and information, respond to a variety of materials that are read aloud to them, retell stories in their own words, and demonstrate awareness of written materials, the features of books, and language patterns through multi-sensory approaches to learning. Even with effective classroom instruction, some children will need additional support and RAPID READ works carefully with your children to achieve success. 

Alongside reading development we also provide opportunities for children to strengthen their writing skills, reading comprehension and fluency and mathematical development (P3-P7). All areas of the maths curriculum are targeted to ensure a complete understanding of Number, Measures, Shape and Space and Handling Data. 

RAPID READ provides a seamless continuity with regular classroom instruction. Methods used run in line with the aims and objectives of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. We aim to work closely with statutory outlines and pride ourselves on offering a service to parents and their children that is not readily available elsewhere. 
Workshop based learning provides young children with an environment that they are used to working in. RAPID READ administers and uses carefully planned assessments that allow for continual monitoring of the child's progress and necessary objectives. 

We also use and provide:

· teaching methods that are supported by research on how children learn to read and how they should be taught

· considerable attention to the materials used (e.g. predictable, patterned, easy-to-more-difficult texts), with a focus on interesting and enjoyable texts at appropriate reading levels 

· an array of activities (e.g., word study, reading, re-reading, and writing)

We recommend our children access workshops on a weekly basis. RAPID READ ensures that reading difficulties are carefully assessed and monitored at the end of each session and appropriate feedback is offered following each workshop.

It is important to realise that, with effective instruction, all children can learn effectively. It is imperative to provide an appropriate level of support to each child, so they reach their full learning potential. We understand the importance of clear continuity between classroom instruction and the service we provide. 

Teaching young children requires a specialised knowledge and expertise. The same knowledge and expertise that a teacher uses to help a child who is progressing well will help a child who is struggling. RAPID READ teachers are equipped with the broad repertoire of assessment and instructional strategies and are well positioned to identify children with specific learning difficulties, focus their instruction on individual children's needs, and identify and plan for children whose difficulties require specific instruction and support. RAPID READ works tirelessly to stay abreast of new and emerging educational developments, and we implement changes regularly.

Studies show that children with active exposure to language have social and educational advantages over their peers and reading is one of the best exposures to language. Reading to toddlers sets the foundation for later independent reading and learning. Children need emergent literacy skills before they can learn effectively. These include:

· having a large vocabulary of words and knowing how to use them

· understanding that words are made up of smaller sounds (phonemic awareness)

· understanding that marks on a page represent letters and words

RAPID READ is managed and run by fully qualified educationalists who are specially trained and experienced in teaching, delivering, and developing the minds of young children.

We provide workshops and tuition for children from 4 years old to develop reading ability, reading fluency, comprehension skills as well as mathematical development and exam preparation for older children to ensure maximum success at primary school and beyond. 

We offer various teaching strategies and methods and provide a comfortable learning environment for your children. We aim to develop their confidence and strive to highlight the importance of reaching their full potential. We provide a safe and welcoming environment in which your child is eager and happy to participate. 

We will assess and evaluate your child's individual needs and sessions will be tailored to maximise optimal progress in all areas. We will address your child's specific educational needs and maximise their full potential.
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